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1. Sociologists and social scientists in general seem mobilized to interpret 
the social and political impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. Is 
sociological theory up to the challenge of understanding and explaining 
the phenomenon?  

Professor Al-Ali chose not to answer 

 

2. How can your research area contribute to examining different 
dimensions of the phenomenon? 

The social sciences, more than ever, are challenged to be interdisciplinary, 
using a range of methods, not only mixed in terms of quantitative and 
qualitative but also on-line and off-line,  and being sensitive to the 
historical and contemporary intersectional inequalities experienced by 
people globally. We as social scientists need to pursue more confidently 
transformative emancipatory agendas as opposed to hide our politics 
behind claims of positivist objectivity.  

Informed by transnational feminist and decolonial approaches, feminist 
scholars have increasingly sought to seek alternative epistemologies and 
methodologies, and political practices, while aligning themselves with  
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“proceiiei anq forcei of regenerajion, revitalization, remembering, and 
kiiioning” (Simpion 2011: 148). 

 

3. Is the pandemic provoking deep social, political and cultural changes? 
Or is it speeding up trends of change already underway? If so, is it 
possible to glimpse the contours of post-pandemic societies? 

It is too early to predict whether the pandemic will largely speed up or 
radically alter the changes and processes we have seen develop over the last 
decades due to neo-liberalization of economies, climate change, the rise of 
political authoritarianism, the growth of social media and so-called 
influence operajioni uiing “fahe neli”. Holeker, we know that the current 
crisis will unfold differently, pending on global contexts, and will amplify 
existing gender, racial, economic and political inequalities. It will impact 
those most marginalized, including women, LGBTIQ+ individuals, people 
with disabilities, the elderly, the poor, and the displaced. My own previous 
work on gendered mobilization in the Middle East and its diasporas, has 
aimed to show the way that wars, conflict and drastic changes in political 
economies impact on women and gender relations disproportionately. But 
it has also tried to analyze the way that women and LGBTIQ+ individuals 
mobilize and resist against the growing intersecting inequalities and 
authoritarian policies that have emerged in the region. 

 

4. What work(s) of Sociology or Social Sciences can help us to 
comprehend and dialogue about the challenges underway? 

Al-Ali, Naqje (2019) ‘Feminiij qilemmai: hol jo jalh arouj genqer-based 
kiolence lijh reference jo jhe Miqqle Eaij?’. Feminist Review; Issue 122: 16– 
31. 

Hinze, Kristina & Izadora Zubek (2020). ‘Why jhe Cokiq-19 pandemic 
needs an intersectional feminiij approach”. 

Itzigsohn, Jose & Karida L. Brown (2020) The Sociology of W.E.B. Du Bois: 
Racialized Modernity and the Global Color Line. New York: NYU Press. 

 

Nadje Al-Ali is Robert Family Professor of International Relations and 
Professor of Anthropology & Middle East Studies at Brown University,  

https://www.rosalux.de/en/news/id/42062/why-the-covid-19-pandemic-needs-an-intersectional-feminist-approach?cHash=82963ceb141a9a3480bfe2684d6e797b
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USA. She is the author of We are Iraqis: Aesthetics & Politics in a Time of War 
and Iraqi Women: Untold Stories from 1948 to the Present, among others. 

 

 

 


